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ON THE LARGE SCALE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE MONKEYS FROM KAMURI
-A AND-C TROOP OF WILD JAPANESE MONKEY (MACACA FUSCATA
FUSCATA) TROOPS IN MT. HAKUSAN
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Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology.
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Summary

A large number of monkeys were observed to disappear from Kamuri-A and-C troops of wild
Japanese monkeys (Macaca fuscata fuscata) in Mt. Hakusan during the snowy season in 1984. The
size of Kamuri-A troop was decreased in number from 103 to 69 and that of Kamuri-C troop from
34 to 21. The survival rates are 67.0% and 61.8% respectively. The ages of those who
disappeared from each troops were infants, adult females over 16 years of age, 1 year olds and 2
year olds in that order.

We’ll state in this report what we have examined on the following points.
1) The causes of the large-scale disappearance of the monkeys

The main cause that we guessed at is the disappearance of younger and older monkeys,
because they were week during the long snowy season. Many of Ist year and 2nd year monkeys
died, which was quite unusual. It was abnormally long snowy winter and nuts were very few last
autumn.
2) The comparison with the previous case

The previous largescale disappearance had happened in 1974. We could point out that the
condition under which monkeys disappeared from the troop was different between 1974 and 1984
due to environmental situation in the snowy seasons.
3) The disappearance of mothers and infants

It could be recognized that there was no difference between the disappearance of adult females
(6 years <) with infant and that without infant. We could recognized that it is difficult for both
mother and infant to survive this snowy season.
4) The difference between dominant rank order among kin groups

Judging from the data in Mt. Hakusan and Kinkazan Island, the difference of disappearance
was not seen under the influence of dominant rank order among kin groups. Farther investiga-
tion will be required.
5) The difference caused by size of the troops

It could be recognized that there was no difference between the disappearance from Kamuri
-A troop and that from-C troop. Kamuri-A and-C troop are, however, provisionized troops, and
the two troops are expected to be compared with the wild troops in the future.
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