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Summary

Japanese rock ptarmigans Lagopus mutus japonicus are distributed in several mountains
with the altitude of higher than 2400m in central Honshu, Japan. The Check-list of Japanese
Birds published by the Ornithological Society of Japan in 1974 records Mt. Hakusan (alt.
2702m) as a habitat of ptarmigans. Local researchers, however, presume extinction of the
population of ptarmigans in this area as they have neither observed the birds themselves nor
been able to obtain information testifying its inhabitation. Books written by mountain
climbers during the Edo- through Meiji-era often mention seeing ptarmigans in the mountain
and the first scientific report on ptarmigans of Mt. Hakusan appeared in 1897 in Dobutsugaku
Zasshi. From the above accounts, it is assumed that ptarmigans were living in the area in
those days.

Any kind of information on the bird becomes very scarce since then. Even among the elder
residents near the mountain, only a few have the experience of actually glancing ptarmigans.
No local researcher has been successful in gathering evidences to verify existence of
ptarmigans in the mountain in the past four decades. Therefore, ptarmigans are presumed to
have had disappeared from Mt. Hakusan after about 1911 and finally became extinct in the
1930 s.

Geographical conditions of the area seem to have played the major role causing
extinction of ptarmigans. The habitat isolation of Mt. Hakusan from the mountains where the
birds are distributed has kept the immigration rate from these mountains at minimum. Also,
the area of available alpine-zone for ptarmigans is much smaller in Mt. Hakusan. The
population of ptarmigans in Mt. Hakusan, under such circumstances, has thus been less stable
and exposed to extinction more severely.
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