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NOTES ON THE MAMMAL FAUNA IN THE ALPINE PART OF MT. HAKUSAN

Masamitsu HaNal, Hakusan Nature Conservation Center
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Summary

The author attempted to determine the mammal fauna during non-snow season in the
alpine and upper subalpine zone of Mt. Hakusan (2,700m) in Honshu. The distribution records
were obtained by means of trapping for the small mammal species and collecting droppings for
the predators. The mammals distinguished were as follows :

Insectivora Carnivora
Euroxcaptor mizura Vulpes vuipes
Dymecodon pilirostria Martes melampus
Sorex shinto Mustela erminea

Lagomorpha Selenarctos thibetanus
Lepus brachyurus Artiodactyla

Rodentia Capricornis crispus

Rattus norvegicus

Clethrionomys andersoni

Eothenomys smithi

Apodemus speciosus

Apodemus argenteus
The alpine mammal fauna in Mt. Hakusan, especially small mammal fauna, is similar to that
in the alpine regions of Japanese Alps in Honshu.

According to the analysis of the contents of their droppings, Red fox, Marten and Ermine
distribute in the alpine zone. Food habit of these predators is very much alike. But Red fox
and Marten seem to travel over this area, settling only for a comparatively short of time and
then moving on.
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