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SUMMARY

In Hakusan region, black bear has been hunted by means of traditional grand hunt, which five
to ten hunters encircle a mountain slope. This system is suited only to the snowy area and very
similar to the method of the “Matagi”. hunters living in the mountains of Tohoku district. The
bear hunting in our region is done mainly in the early spring for the purpose of control of the
nuisance bear, while few are hunted in the legal hunting season. Since 1960’s, rifle, binoculars and
handy transciever were introduced to the field and the hunting style has been changing slowly.
The gall used as a local medicine and the fur have been sold from old time. The bear meat
become an article of commerce recently as a local speciality with the development of tourism in
the mountain area. The professional hunters are decreasing these days because of their
engagemant in regular occupations and of advanced age. The hunting of this area now shows a
tendency of sports hunting.
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