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Effects of the Drying without Lopping after Felling in a Forest
on Quality of Sugi (Cryptomeria japonica D. Dox)
Masaki Icuce

Branches are usually removed from tree trunks after felling. However,
in order to promote the drying of wood by the evaporation capability of
foliage, tree trunks without lopping are sometimes placed in a forest for a
given period.

Changes in moisture content, residual stresses on the surface of xylem,
and heartwood color of sugi (Cryptomeria japonica D. Dox) tree trunk placed
in a forest were monitored up to 124 days after felling to clarify the effect
of leavining foliage (untreated) in contrast with removing foliage (treated).
1989 at the Ishikawa Forest
Experiment Station. The moisture content decreased only in the sapwood of

Fourteen trees were felled on august 2

untreated tree trunks. Surface stresses in longitudinal direction also
decreased in both treated and untreated tree trunks. The colod of heartwood
increased in lightness (I.*) , and decreased in redness (a*) and yellowness

i

(b*) by both treatments.
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