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Present Status of the Halfbeak Fisheries in Japan*!

Toshihiro Tsuji*2 and Tsutomu Sadakata* 3

Japanese halfbeak Hyporhampus sajori is important species for inshore fisheries and is widely
distributed throughout coastal waters in Japan. However, there are no comprehensive reports on the status
of halfbeak fisheries in Japan. In order to investigate the status, the author sent a questionnaire to 46
prefectural fisheries experimental ingtitutions, and received replies from al institutions. The halfbeak
fisheries were operated in the 33 out of the 46 areas investigated. The halfbeak fisheries were operated
using boat seines, set net, gill net, angling, and dip net. In these fisheries, two-boat seine was most widely
operated in the 29 areas out of all, and treated as the governor licensed fisheries. The most fisheries were
operated in coastal water expect for a few which are operated in brackish water. The catch of halfbeak in
Japan was estimated at 1,129~1,406 tons/year in amount. The main fishing grounds of halfbeak were the
following 4 areas: Nihonkai-chubu, Joban-Hitachi, Tokai, and Setouchi area. The fish were mainly caught
in spring and winter. However, the peak month of catch was dlightly different among areas, because the
operating period of halfbeak fishery was depend on prefectural fishery management system and was also
influenced by economical factors. With exception of those, the following knowledge was also obtained in
the present research: fishing gears, market price, destination, local name, study on Japanese halfbeak and
Japanese brackish halfbeak Hyporhampus intermedius.
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Fig. 3. Main fishing gear for halfbeak fisheriesin 46 areas.
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Fig. 4. Annual catch of halfbeak in 46 areas.
Annual catch is average of estimated catch in Table 1.
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Table 1. Estimated catch of halfbeak in Japan

AreaName Source*! Source data of the catch (t) Recovery rate Estimated catch (t)*3
1995 1996 1997 Av. Min.  Max. Min. Max. Av.

Otaru None
Hakodate None
Kushiro None
Abashiri Inst. 44 4.4 0.7 0.9 4.9 6.3 5.6
Wakkanai None
Aomori Reply 10.0 15.0 125
Iwate None
Miyagi Inst. 115 13.7 8.7 11.3 0.7 0.9 12.6 16.1 14.3
Akita None
Yamagata Inst 0.008 0.000 0.003 0.004 0.7 0.9 0.004 0.005 0.005
Fukushima Inst. 41.8 10.6 75.8 2.7 0.7 0.9 475 61.0 54.3
I baraki Inst. 19.0 36.0 275 0.7 0.9 30.6 39.3 34.9
Chiba Inst. 1275 528 150.1 1101 0.7 0.9 1224 1573 139.9
Tokyo None
Kanagawa SAFF 77.0 16.0 8.0 337 1.0 1.0 337 337 337
Nigata Inst. 28.6 36.8 327 0.7 0.9 36.3 46.7 415
Toyama SAFF 33.0 31.0 33.0 323 1.0 1.0 323 323 32.3
Ishikawa SAFF 1740 121.0 143.0 146.0 1.0 1.0 146.0 146.0 146.0
Fukui SAFF 49.0 49.0 1350 77.7 1.0 1.0 77.7 77.7 71.7
Shizuoka Inst. 234 9.2 12.0 14.9 0.7 0.9 16.5 21.2 18.9
Aichi SAFF 110.0 71.0 63.0 81.3 1.0 1.0 81.3 81.3 81.3
Mie Part 14.2 20 8.1 0.2 0.5 16.2 40.5 284
Kyoto Inst. 11.8 16.0 251 17.6 0.7 0.9 19.6 252 224
Osaka None
Hyogo Setouchi Inst. 425 425 0.7 0.9 47.2 60.7 54.0
Tajima Inst. 45 11.7 7.0 7.7 0.7 0.9 8.6 11.0 9.8
Wakayama Unknown
Tottori Inst. 89 7.0 84 8.1 0.7 0.9 9.0 11.6 10.3
Shimane Part 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.6 15 11
Okayama SAFF 7.0 7.0 11.0 8.3 1.0 1.0 8.3 8.3 8.3
Hiroshima SAFF 116.0 139.0 1150 123.3 1.0 1.0 1233 1233 1233
Yamaguchi Gaikai Part 4.8 4.8 0.2 0.5 9.6 24.0 16.8
Yamaguchi Uchiumi Part 0.0 0.0 35 12 0.2 0.5 2.4 5.9 41
Tokushima Part 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
Kagawa Reply 540 1520 103.0
Ehime SAFF 125.0 64.0 64.0 84.3 1.0 1.0 84.3 84.3 84.3
Ehime Chuyo *2
Kochi None
Fukuoka Reply 1.0 10.0 55
Saga Unknown
Nagasaki Unknown
Kumamoto Reply 10.0 10.0 10.0
Oita SAFF 1.0 6.0 35 1.0 1.0 35 35 35
Miyazaki Unknown
Kagoshima Reply 80.0 100.0 90.0
Okinawa None

TOTAL 1,129.4 1,406.0 1,267.7

*1  None: Halfbeak fisheries were not operated.

SAFF: Prefectural Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries.

Inst.: Collected by prefectural fisheries experimental institution.

Reply: Estimated catch on reply to the questionnaires.
*2 Combined data of Ehime and Ehime Chuyo.
*3  Estimated catch = Av. of source data/ Recovery rate.
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Table 2. Local hame of Japanese halfbeak

Area Local name

Fukushima MNAE Kannuki

Kanagawa PAdE Kannuki

I shikawa 49, #&99°  Suzu, Musuzu

Shizuoka Ag) Yori

Hyogo Setouchi R uzu

Hyogo Tajima £AT Yorozu

Wakayama 49, HUVIED  Suzu, Seibou
REXY Yamakiri

Tottori F<W, £AT Sukubi, Yorozu

Shimane XA, KON Sairu, Sukubi

Tokushima ENE Suzu

Kagawa YA Saira

Ehime Chuyo SWVIA Sairen

Kagoshima Sk Sayoi
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