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Marine Fishing Vessels in Ishikawa Prefecture:
Situation and Outlook

Takafumi Shikata *

The aim of this report is to review the trend in registration of marine fishing vessels and to
provide a view of the future fishing fleet of Ishikawa prefecture. Statistical data of fishing vessels
and registration data during the past 10 years were analyzed. The number of powered fishing
vessels made of fiberglass reinforced plasticsO FRPO rapidly increased from 1970’s to 1980’s, and
FRP vessels accounted for 93 percent of all fishing vessels at the end of 2000. Besides, 65 percent
of FRP vessels at the end of 2000 were the vessels launched before 1985, and the average age
of FRP vessels increased from 10.3 years in 1991 to 16.1 years in 2000. From these facts, the
number of fishing vessels in Ishikawa prefecture is expected to decrease because a large number
of old FRP vessels will be probably removed from the fishing fleet.

Changes in the number of FRP vessels were analyzed according to launch year. An inverse
linear relationship existed between relative number of FRP vessels after five years and age of
vessel. Based on the relationship, the number of FRP vessels at the end of 2010 was estimated
to be 77 percent of that at the end of 2000. Moreover, about 2,000 FRP vessels built mainly
before 1985 will be deregistered during the decade between 2001 and 2010. Therefore, attention
must be paid to the issue of disposal of FRP vessels.

Key words: fishing vessel, FRP vessel, fishing fleet, statistical data, registration
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Fig.1. Annual changes in number of powered and non-

powered fishing vessels and aggregate horse power.
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Fig.2. Annual changes in number of powered fishing
vessels according to type of construction.
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Fig.4. Number of powered fishing vessels according to

size of vessel and launch year at the end of 1990,

1995, and 2000.
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Fig.5. Number of powered fishing vessels registered
between 1991 and 2000. Data are shown according to
type of construction, size of vessel, and reason for

registration.
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Fig.6. Number of powered fishing vessels deregistered
between 1991 and 2000. Data are shown according to
type of construction, size of vessel, and reason for

deregistration.
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Fig.7. Changes in average age of powered fishing ves-
sels according to type of construction between 1991

and 2000.
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Fig.8. Changes in number of powered FRP vessels
according to launch year between 1990 and 2000. Num-
bers of vessels at the end of each year are expressed
as percentage of that at the end of 1991.
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Fig.9. Relationship between relative number of powered
FRP vessels after five years and age of vessel.
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Fig.10. Changes in estimated number of powered
FRP vessels after launch on the basis of regression
curve in fig.9. Numbers of fishing vessels after
launch are expressed as percentage of number of
vessels registered at launch year.
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Fig.11. Estimated number of powered FRP vessels
according to launch year at the end of 2005 and
2010. Numbers of vessels were estimated on the
basis of registration data at the end of 2000.
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