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The Invation and Distribution of Three Kinds of
Alien Species in Ishikawa Prefecture

Shinya Yasuda'*, Jun Shinobori', Kunihiko Yamamoto?®

Ishikawa prefecture is located in the Sea of Japan side of central part of Honshu. We investigated
invasion and distribution of three kinds of alien species (largemouth bass Micropterus salmoides,
smallmouth bass Micropterus dolomieu, bluegill Lepomis macrochirus) by questionnaire survey and
catch survey in Ishikawa prefecture. Largemouth bass were artificially brought into wetlands
located in the southwest of Kaga Plain at the time of bass fishing boom around 1975. Largemouth
bass expanded their habitat to the east of Kaga Plain around the middle of 1980's and Noto
Peninsula around the middle of the 1990's, and they actively bred in main lakes and marshes in
Ishikawa prefecture in 5-10 years after invasion. Thereafter, the abundance of largemouth bass
seemed to have decreased and become steady state. These lakes and marshes probably became
source for further dispersal of largemouth bass during the period that their abundance increased.
Bluegill also expanded their habitat to Noto Peninsula with largemouth bass, but they were thought
to be distributed in limited area of the peninsula. Smallmouth bass were artificially brought in the
latter half of the 1990's and the present distributional area is limited in Ishikawa Prefecture.
However, there is a possibility that smallmouth bass settle in inland waters such as dam lake where
the water temperature is low and largemouth bass hardly breed.
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